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Your 180 second pilot

Like a trailer, your pilot should give us a really good understanding of your plan for
an hour of drama. Your pilot can be no shorter than 1 minute and no longer than 3
minutes - this may not seem like much time, but keep in mind that feature films can
get the plot and theme across in a 30 second trailer - So keep it up beat and punchy
to hold people's attention and to stand out!

BLURB
Your blurb should sell us the idea for your hour of drama in no more than 150 words.
In that time a reader must be drawn into the plot and theme of your story, whilst

also being left *hanging” as to what comes next...




SYNOPSIS

A synopsis should give us a summary of what will happen in your hour long drama
in no more than 1000 words. Your synopsis allows you to go into much more detail
than your blurb. It is the all important opportunity to succinctly lay out your idea,
whilst whetting people’s appetite for more, at the same time. By the end of a good
synopsis, the reader should have a strong understanding of the main characters,
genre and theme. All in all, it is the essence of your full length script.







GENRE/STORY STYLE

We know it's a drama but what style of drama? How will it make the viewer feel? You
got 800 words to get the style across. This is your opportunity to get across to us the
“mood” of your story and characters.




AUDIENCE

What sort of person would be interested in watching this? Include things like gender,

age, status (e.g. married? Kids? Single?) and lifestyle. Why will they be interested in
watching your drama?




MUSIC

Copyright needs to be obtained before you can play any commercial music in your
pilot. What music will you be composing for your entry, or will there be any music at
all? Let us know in less than 500 words.




SHOOTING STYLE
What camera will you be shooting with? Will you use a tripod or go hand held? In
500 words or less, this is where you can entice us with the visual style that you are

going for. Is it “edgy and raw” or “slow and dreamy”? Also feel free to reference
other films as visual touchstones.




LOCATIONS

Where will your scenes be taking place? How many sets will your hour of drama
require? This is where you can paint a picture as to the look and feel of your
locations. However always think about budget i.e. it would be slightly impractical if
your story is set in 12 different countries with famous landmarks!

MAIN CHARACTERS

Who is your drama about? Give a breakdown of all main characters in a 1000 words
or less. By the end of those 1000 words we should know who that person is!







SUPPORTING CHARACTERS
Who is that strange man that lives next door, and who is the friend that sleeps on
the couch? No more than 500 words for each supporting character.




SCRIPT EXCERTS
You can deliver a complete script for your hour of drama if you wish. Otherwise, pick

key moments from your story and show dialogue using the standard format for script
writing like this







.Check this sample script to see how it should be laid out

b 90 days
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FADE IN:
EXT. INNER CITY SYDNEY STREET DAY

Simon stood inside the doorway of his apartment and slowly looked
around the now vacant home. It had been an OK place to live..Close to
work, almost affordable, but most importantly, he had lived there alone
— this he liked.

CAB DRIVER

Ready mate?
SIMON
I'm coming, I’'m coming..

Simon walked to the idling car as the taxi driver loaded his luggage
into the boot. Simon thought about helping but didn’t, it had been a
long week.

CAB DRIVER
Where to?
SIMON

Airport..I thought the bags would have given that
away....International terminal please.

The cab sped through the city streets. They were familiar streets.

Streets that Simon had walked a thousand times. Today however, they
seemed somehow different.

CAB DRIVER
Where ya off to?

SIMON

Not exactly sure yet..home to see my folks I guess, but
aside from that I have no plans..

CAB DRIVER



And how longs this supposed to be for?
SIMON

I told my boss 3 months..it seemed a nice round number..



